
 

 
 
Summer 2019 
 
Dear  Incoming 7 t h  Grade Student ,  
 
We look forward to you  being enrol led in  the upcoming school  year  at  Calvary  Academy middle 
schoo l .  Al l  students  at  Calvary  Academy from grades 6  through grade 12  are responsib le to  
complete two book read ings  dur ing the summer.  You wi l l  be wr it ing a  cr it ica l  book rev iew 
(CBR) of  Among the H idden  dur ing  the f i r st  fu l l  week of  Language A rts  c lass .  
 
Also th is  year ,  you may select  one of  the OPTIONS l i sted below,  for  these book names,  to   
present  ev idence of  reading one of  these books:  
 

GIRLS CHOICES: BOYS CHOICES: 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George 
Speare 

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli 

or, Any book from “Dear America” series  or, Any book from the “My Name is America” series 

 or, Al Capone Does My Shirts by Genn i fer  
Cho lden   

 
A “Building Blocks of Plot” is attached just as a resource to help you out, this is not something you have to complete.  

 
Opt ion #1:   
“Book Report  in  a  Bag ” :  Students read a book, write a summary, get a paper bag, draw a picture/scene for the 
paper bag, and choose 5 items to be placed in the bag which represent significant points in the novel.  Students should 
use the plot diagram learned in 6th grade class to write the summary.  Students should have exposition, rising action, 
climax, falling action, and resolution mentioned in the summary.  Then, they decorate a paper grocery bag with a 
scene from the book, place in the bag five items that represent something from the book, and present the bag to the 
class.  Below is a link where you can see a finished product.  It is number 8 in the creative book list.  
https://www.weareteachers.com/creative-book-report-ideas/ 

OR 
  
Opt ion#2:  Diar y  :  
Create a  d iary  -  te l l ing  the story ,  not  f rom the main character 's  perspect ive but  from a minor 
character’ s  po int  of  v iew.  Example. . . for  Witch of  Blackbird  Pond  you may se lect  Prudence,  
Hannah,  Mercy,  Nat,  or  any other  character  other  than Ki t .   
 
Your d iary  entr ies must  inc lude a l l  the  e lements  of  the story,  exposit ion  (characters,  sett ing,  
confl ict ) ,  r i s ing act ion ,  c l imax,  fa l l ing  act ion,  reso lut ion.  This  project  needs to  read l ike  a  d i ary  
so include a  good character  descr ipt ion of  yoursel f  and the other  characters o f  the story  so we 
can better  understand the p lot  f rom your character’ s  point  o f  view.  You must  have a  minimum 
of 10  entr ies,  approx .  7 -10 sentences for  each entry  ( s ingle spa ced,  11  font,  Times New 
Roman.)  
 
Your  pro ject  must  be  turned in  by  the f irst  Fr iday of  school .  
 
Have a  b lessed summer.  
 
In  His  Serv ice,  
Stephan ie Cruz  



 


